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I have been attending this church for my whole life. I don’t remember much 

of the early years, but I do remember feeling a very positive connection to the 

community. It was fun to come to church and sing songs, get snacks, and do craft 

projects. I remember dreading the day when I would finally have to sit through an 

entire service. After a little while of sitting in the sanctuary for the whole time, I 

stopped focusing on how bored I was and started listening. I learned a lot about 

myself, our community, and our society by listening to the sermons. This was also 

during the time of OWL, our church’s sexual health and relationship class. 

OWL was probably the most fun church program I have ever been a part of. 

It was also awkward at times but overall really informative. I believe that 

comprehensive sex education is something that the every child needs to go 

through, and OWL is the perfect template for that. 

During my confusing middle school years, it was really helpful to be exposed 

to so many different beliefs and religions through the Coming of Age program. The 

fun group activities helped me to take my mind off the stress of middle school life, 

and I always looked forward to those meetings. The task of putting my beliefs onto 

a single sheet of writing was understandably daunting. I avoided the finality of that 

concept by writing about change. I explained that what I believe probably won’t be 

the same throughout my life because of my many spiritual influences. I feel a little 



more certain in my beliefs now than I did then, but I do still believe they can 

change. I sometimes feel more Christian, Pagan, and even atheist. I know that I’ll be 

accepted here no matter what religious beliefs I hold, as long as those beliefs value 

the inherent worth and dignity of all. 

It’s a powerful thing to be a part of an accepting community. There are 

students at my school who are accepting, but there are also many who are not. 

Being a member of this community has taught me when to be tolerant, and when 

to stand strong in what I believe in. Learning from a young age about the injustices 

in our society has greatly impacted me. Even the simple children’s songs we sang 

had themes of inclusion and activism. 

In the fall I’ll be attending the Rhode Island School of Design, with a plan to 

major in jewelry and metalsmithing. RISD’s mission statement of sorts is not only to 

generate skilled professional artists, but to create informed citizens. They have a 

strong focus on humanities. At RISD I will learn technical skills to become a better 

artist, and become educated even further on social issues that I care about. RISD 

has a beautiful campus, a nature lab, award winning dormitories, their own private 

beach, and well equipped studios. On top of all that, there is a UU church just a five 

minute walk away. I will be attending that church in the fall, and thinking of you all 

here while meeting a new and hopefully just as welcoming community. And of 

course, I will come back to visit whenever I can. Thank you all for supporting me on 

my journey into adulthood.  


